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Bridgeview Secures New Ambulance 

RECYCLING RETURNS

The Village of Bridgeview Board recently pur-
chased a 2025 Wheeled Coach Ambulance for 
$300,000, adding to the fleet of emergency vehi-
cles used daily by our Bridgeview Fire Department. 
Chief Grzadziel gave Mayor Landek and the Board 
of Trustees a rundown on the importance of the 
ambulance and its functionality as they inspected 
the new vehicle. 

“Our new ambulance uses a liquid-based strut 
system that is designed to reduce the impacts of 

bumps in the road,” explained the Chief. “The tech-
nology improvement makes for a slightly smoother 
ride for our drivers and patients.” 

The new ambulance pairs with the recently add-
ed refurbished ambulance to keep the fleet healthy. 
The Board of Trustees joined the Chief to inspect 
the refurbished ambulance and ensure it was ready 
to return to service. Remounting an ambulance’s 
framework onto a new chassis is a cost-effective 
way of maintaining the vehicle when possible. 

“We always want our Fire Department in top 
shape to serve our residents,” said Mayor Landek. 
“That means that our Board invests wisely in equip-
ping our emergency personnel for the difficult tasks 
they do.” 

In partnership with the Cook County Center 
for Hard to Recycle Materials, and the Township 
of Lyons internship sustainability program, the 
Village of Bridgeview hosted the 2nd annual 
Electronics Recycling event at SeatGeek Stadi-
um August 1st.

This recycling program provided residents 
with a way to safely recycle unused electronics 
for free. Residents were encouraged to recycle 
their electronic waste keeping it out of landfills 
and preventing toxic heavy metals and haz-

ardous plastics from seeping into our soil and 
groundwater. 

The Village of Bridgeview is proud to part-
ner with Cook County and the Township of 
Lyons to bring free, sustainable ways to keep 
our community clean. Events like this make re-
cycling more accessible, help protect the envi-
ronment, and provide valuable resources that 
improve the quality of life for Bridgeview res-
idents.

“We always want our Fire 
Department in top shape . . .”

The Fire Department and Village Board discuss the two ambulances now in service!

Mayor Landek and the Board of Trustees inspect 
the refurbished ambulance with Chief Grzadziel.

The new Ambulance 409 shines before its first shift!

Interns from the Lyons Township sustainability program work together to move a 
large tv to the electronics recycling truck.

Interns from the Lyons Township sustainability program & members of the Cook 
County Center for Hard to Recycle Materials gather for a group photo. 

Interns greet residents and prep to unload 
electronics from the vehicle. 
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Our stadium continues to be a premiere desti-
nation for live music festivals, and with North Coast 
nearing once again it is important we work togeth-
er to ensure that residents have easy access to their 
homes throughout the duration of the festival. 

To help improve travel access in and out of the 
area, we have developed an access map on this 
page. Please use this map as a reference when mak-
ing decisions to commute to and from your home. 
Stay informed of when traffic is expected to be the 
busiest and avoid traveling around the stadium be-
tween 10PM and midnight. It is best to plan to travel 
southbound, away from stadium traffic. 

All spots on the map marked in green are access 
points that will be posted with personnel to keep 
concertgoers out and resident traffic moving. The 
process will move faster if your vehicle has a 2026 
Village of Bridgeview Vehicle Sticker on it. 

If you expect to have guests over during the 
festival weekend, please call Village Hall to make 
arrangements for your guests as soon as possible. 
Birthday celebrations, anniversaries, graduation par-
ties, or any other type of planned private party must 
be called in to Village Hall. Residents who communi-
cate with Village Hall regarding planned parties will 
receive special passes for their guests to enter in and 
out of the residential area of Bridgeview. 

Call 708-594-2525 ext. 3 with any questions. We 
will be open late into the evening during festival days 
to help! Your patience and understanding are appre-
ciated as we welcome our guests to Bridgeview! 

PLAN AHEAD! NORTH COAST IS COMING TO 
SEATGEEK STADIUM SEPTEMBER 4, 5 & 6

“Residents must 
have a current  
Vehicle Sticker 

for ease of access 
during music 

festivals.” 

A photo from the 15th Year Anniversary of North Coast Music Festival 2025

Music lovers crowd into the Fire Pit stage. The Vega Stage surrounds the crowd. SeatGeek Stadium
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Magical Harry Potter DroneArt Show 
Dazzles Crowds 

FuelFest Drifts Through 
SeatGeek with 12,000! 
Cars, stars, and drifting marked the 

first-ever Chicagoland FuelFest at Brid-
geview’s SeatGeek Stadium. The spa-
cious east lot played host to the Fast & 
Furious-inspired festival, and a variety of 
family-friendly activities kept crowds en-
tertained throughout the full-day event. 

Fans of racing lined up for the drift-
ing ride-alongs with professional drifters 
who zoomed and skirted through the 
course as the smoke from burning rub-
ber rose into the air. The high-speed ac-
tion proved to be incredibly popular, and 
a multitude of unique cars drove through 
the winding track for nearly eight hours. 
For those who wanted to take the wheel 
themselves, Toyota’s GAZOO Racing go-
karts offered fun and excitement paired 
with tamer turns and drifts. 

Outside of shifting gears, festival-
goers perused the grounds filled with 
unique vehicles. Themed cars celebrat-
ed the Power Rangers, Imagine Drag-
ons, and more while cars from the Fast 

& Furious sat on display for fans to take 
photos with. Keeping crowds enter-
tained with multiple shows, the Golden 
Riders motorcycle stunt group, contes-
tants on America’s Got Talent, rode their 
bikes around each other in the tight-knit 
Globe of Death as onlookers watched in 
amazement. The riders weaved and cir-
cled the entirety of the spherical cage as 
they defied gravity amid thunderous ap-
plause. 

Djs added to the entertainment with 
upbeat tracks leading up to the perfor-
mance by Walshy Fire of Major Lazer 
who got the crowd jumping. The fired-
up crowd roared as Fast & Furious stars 
Tyrese Gibson and Cody Walker took 
the stage. Tyrese’s R&B performance 
and Cody’s update on the $1 million 
raised for the late Paul Walker’s Reach 
Out WorldWide disaster relief nonprofit 
gave fans all the exciting and heartfelt 
moments they could ask for because, at 
the end of the day, it’s all about family. 

Emanating from Bridgeview’s 
SeatGeek Stadium on both July 
24th and 25th, the back-by-pop-
ular-demand DroneArt Show 
presented a one-of-a-kind Harry 
Potter™ drone show celebrating 
the franchise’s first feature film’s 
25th anniversary. Featuring mu-
sic and audio from the film, audi-
ence members re-lived the magic 
of Harry Potter and his wizard-
ing adventures right in their own 
backyard. 

The event brought in large 
and passionate crowds of Harry 
Potter fans, robes and wands in 
tow. As families and fans entered 
the stadium, they were welcomed 
with the sounds of Hogwarts as 
Harry Potter music enchanted 
the field. Attendees put on their 
glowing wristbands that synced 
to the music and were treated to 
a full hour of drone magic, with 
a brief intermission for guests to 
indulge in Potter-themed conces-
sions and merchandise. The fa-

mous “butterbeer” nonalcoholic 
drink quenched the thirsts of fans 
seeking the wizarding world’s 
butterscotch-tasting liquid. 

Fans who wanted to return 
to the books that made the fran-
chise possible could also sit back 
and listen to the audiobook ver-
sions of the Harry Potter novels 
in the Audible booth resembling 
the Hogwarts library right on the 
field! 

Laughter, cheers, and amazed 
gasps erupted from the large 
crowd as they saw their favorite 
characters, scenes, and crea-
tures come alive. A giant spider 
stretched its limbs across the 
stadium, an orange phoenix rose 
brilliantly from its ashes, and our 
hero Harry battled the infamous 
Dark Lord. The DroneArt Show 
used 1,200 drones to dazzle the 
night sky for two unforgettable 
wizarding nights at SeatGeek 
Stadium, and we look forward to 
more drone shows in the future! 

Tyrese Gibson (left) and Cody Walker (right) on Fuel Fest Stage.

Cars furiously drift in front of 
SeatGeek Stadium. 

Harry Potter waves his wand into the 
sky.  

Harry Potter catches the golden snitch!

A massive troll takes to the sky. Ravenclaw House emblem is projected 
into the night sky. 

A family of wizards enjoy a beautiful night at SeatGeek 
Stadium

Dozens of families get cozy on the Stadium lawn  
waiting for the show to begin. 

Lights add ambiance to the drone performance. 

Overview of Fuel Fest. 

Cars lined up in front of SeatGeek Stadium heading to the drift pit 
with eager passengers. 
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Rumble in the Dome! 

CSU to Play 5 Home Matches at SeatGeek Stadium 
Chicago State University 

Athletics has announced that 
its brand-new football team will 
play five home matches at Seat-
Geek Stadium. CSU has the only 
NCAA Division 1 FCS program in 
the City of Chicago, led by coach 
Bobby Rome II.  

Matchups for the home sea-
son include Roosevelt Universi-
ty, Kentucky Christian University, 
Norfolk State University, the Uni-
versity of Fort Lauderdale, and 
Virginia University of Lynchburg. 

As the first match takes place 

on Saturday, August 29th, this 
will be the first time a Division 1 
college football team has played 
at SeatGeek. Season tickets are 
on sale now, and all currently-en-
rolled CSU students will receive 
a free ticket two weeks prior to 
games. 

SeatGeek Stadium contin-
ues to prove itself to be a ver-
satile venue, being home to 
world-class music festivals and 
multiple sports including soc-
cer, rugby, lacrosse, boxing, 
and now football. 

Hitz Boxing hit the SeatGeek 
Dome Saturday, August 1st, 
marking their second summer 
showcase at the stadium. Draw-
ing a passionate crowd of box-
ing fans, the dome echoed with 
chatter before the 8-fight extrav-
aganza even began. Along with 
great hype music, there was no 
question the night would be an 
exciting one. The first half of the 
matches were fast-paced and im-
possible to look away from. Box-
ers brought quick moves, and 
dominant performances early 
into the afternoon.  

Many boxers were accompa-
nied by dedicated fans, notably 
Anthony Mancilla of Gold Star 
Gym hailing from Kankakee. Man-
cilla, the winner of the second 
fight, was cheered on by enthusi-
astic onlookers in matching green 
shirts. With many other boxers 
gathering similarly committed 
crowds, it showcased the strong 
Hitz Boxing following. It was clear 
the audience was not just there 

for the fights, but also for the de-
voted community. 

As the event rounded its sec-
ond half, the matches intensi-
fied. More experienced boxers 
came into the ring with complex 
strategies, making for longer 
methodical fights. The highlight 
of the night came during fight 7, 
when the undefeated “Handsome 
Heavyweight,” Deontae Pettigrew 
knocked out DJ “The Black Mata-
dor” Stephenson with a crushing 
blow to the head leaving Ste-
phenson motionless on the floor 
as medics scurried to wake him 
leaving the crowd stunned.  

The final fight of the night 
brought out Ukrainian boxer 
Mykola Paianok to face Chica-
go’s Alex Martin of the Chi-Town 
Heat. The international match put 
Paianok’s record of 8-1 to the test 
against Martin’s 19-13 record. In 
the end after going the distance, 
Paianok came out on top by unan-
imous decision, closing off the 
electric fight night.  

Undefeated Eric “Izzo” Emery lands a hit 
on Jonah Cahill.

Evan Jack corners Tristian Gallichan for 
his first win.

Evan Jack corners Tristian Gallichan for his first win.

Will Hill struggles to stand after a punch 
from Anthony Mancilla.

Raymond “Bad Boy” Chacon ducks to 
avoid Luka Moldenhauer’s swing.

Marco “Super Fly” Garcia strikes Elijah 
Hasman as he recoils.

Mariano Sandoval and Jeffery Beard 
clash.

International fighter Mykola Paianok 
battles Chicago’s Alex Martin.

The audience listens as the announcer introduces the next fighters. 

DJ Stephenson lands a hit on the “Hand-
some Heavyweight” Deontae Pettigrew.
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FOUNDED 1970
Alice Vilimek • Betty Martinez • Marwan Alsafadi •  Nick Lamnatos

 Alice Porfirio� • Anna Ziaja-Castillo • Anthony Roeback

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
BRIDGEVIEW PUBLIC LIBRARY

PLAN AHEAD FOR CLEANUP DAY!
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RESCHEDULED FIREWORKS
DELIVERS 2 NIGHTS OF FAMILY FUN

Hundreds of Bridgeview residents gathered at Commis-
sioner’s Park on the evening of July 17th for the Park District’s 
annual 3rd of July fireworks celebration. The event was re-
scheduled due to extreme storms, but nothing could stop 
this America 250 Celebration!

Independence Day festivities were at an all-time high, 
with fabulous local food trucks and a second-ever appear-
ance from the Oscar Mayer Wienermobile. Families and fans 
alike could not resist taking pictures with the legendary mo-
tor vehicle, some of whom even knew the legendary 1973 
commercial jingle. The Wienermobile and its crew brought 
activities for children to partake in, including ring toss and fun 
costumes for photo opportunities.

As children continued to play with limitless energy, par-
ents set up their picnic blankets and lawn chairs while the sun 
set. It was a night full of anticipatory energy, waiting for the 
marvelous show to begin.  

At 9:15PM, it was time for the show to begin. Instanta-
neously, the crowd settled down and looked off to the dis-
tance. As beautiful fireworks cascaded into the air, the crowd 
looked on in awe and inspiration. Blue, green, red, purple, 
and even gold colors painted the night sky.  

As the show went on, the fireworks got bigger. Both 
3-inch shells and 4-inch shells were fired throughout the final 
stages. Joyful faces filled the crowd.  As the final fireball blew 
into the air above, attendees couldn’t help but clap and cheer. 
Here’s to another 250 years of American independence!

The Wienermobile served as a prime photo ops location for families.

Bright colors filled the night sky!

Tons of pyrotechnics awaited to be set off during the show.
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