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A brand-new QuikTrip gas station is 
coming to Bridgeview, adding to the busi-
nesses lining Harlem Avenue. The dem-
olition of the old CVS Pharmacy has been 
completed, and preparations are underway 
to construct the multi-million-dollar facil-
ity at 8625 S. Harlem. The busy 87th St. & 
Harlem intersection will soon have a con-
venient place on the east side of the street 
for northbound traffic to fill up on gas as 
they travel through our wonderful com-
munity. The business investment in Brid-
geview is a sign that our village offers an at-
tractive economic environment with room 
for growth that can benefit our residents.

"It’s always good to see new business 
coming to Bridgeview,” said Mayor Landek. 
“Getting rid of an unused building to free 
up the property for new investment is a 
huge win.”

The QuikTrip gas station will provide 
valuable property, sales, and motor fuel 
taxes to the Village of Bridgeview down the 
line. The construction is in its early stages, 
and the Village of Bridgeview looks for-
ward to seeing its completion in the spring 
of 2026!

Another Multi-Million-Dollar 
Investment Comes to Bridgeview!

Artist rendering of QuikTrip convenience store and gas station.

Demolition has cleared the way for QuikTrip construction at the intersection of 87th & Harlem Avenue.
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The last 2025 yard waste pickup date 
for the Village of Bridgeview is Monday, 
December 1st. Leaves and other accept-
able yard waste must be placed in the blue 
toter labeled yard waste and/or brown pa-
per bags. No plastic bags filled with yard 
waste will be accepted. The village chip-

per service operates year-round and will 
continue chipping branches placed out 
on the curb throughout the winter when 
weather permits. If you have any ques-
tions, please call the Village of Bridgeview 
Customer Service Office at (708) 594-2525 
extension 3. Happy landscaping!

December 1st, Last 
Day to Get Rid of 

Yard Waste!

Trick-or-Treaters Enjoy 
Spooktacular Halloween!

Advantage Chevrolet Raises Money 
for Breast Cancer Research

On Saturday, October 11th, Advan-
tage Chevrolet Bridgeview hosted a 
Pretty in Pink Walk-A-Thon to raise 
money for breast cancer research in 
honor of breast cancer awareness 
month. Village of Bridgeview Trust-
ee Patricia Higginson, a survivor of 
breast cancer herself, joined commu-
nity members to support the annual 

event. Bridgeview auxiliary police of-
ficers safeguarded the walkers as they 
traveled south down Harlem Avenue 
before crossing the street and making 
their way north to return to Advantage 
Chevrolet. The Village of Bridgeview 
appreciates all who came out to make 
the positive event possible.

Bridgeview residents got into the 
spooky season once again this year, 
hanging ghastly ghouls from trees, 
adorning their homes with giant spi-
derwebs, and inflating terrifying mon-
sters. For those with a sweet tooth, 
candy abounded at plenty of haunted 
homes. Families and kids alike walked 
around Bridgeview as witches, super-
heroes, and fantastic creatures of the 

night in the cool autumn evening. The 
groups of trick-or-treaters that came 
by Village Hall even had the chance to 
reach their hands into a fire hydrant to 
get treats from our Fire Department. 
Whether you gave out candy or guided 
young ghosts safely around the neigh-
borhood, the Village of Bridgeview 
thanks you for making 2025 another 
safe, successful, and happy Halloween!

Walkers make their way down Harlem!

Skeletons Jim and Gina hand out ghoulish treats!

Bridgeview firefighters share Halloween candy with trick-or-treaters!

From left to right, auxiliary officers Roger White, Martha Broniewicz, & Dave Hanus, Trustee 
Patricia Higginson, Advantage Chevrolet President Jason Roberts, and auxiliary officers Jer-
emy Caino & Judy Griffin.
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Locals raise a glass to the Lions Clubs!From left to right, Lions Club members the Lion, Carol McGowan, Carrie Bernardoni, and 
Kaylee Betz welcome people into Oktoberfest.

Fun Abounds at Awesome Autumn Luncheon!

The Bridgeview Lions Club, one of the oldest civic 
organizations in the community, joined the Summit 
and Justice Lions Clubs to host their annual Oktober-
fest fundraiser at the Bridgeview Community Cen-
ter. Over the years, the Bridgeview Lions Club has 
performed numerous acts of goodwill and charity 
for those in need. What does the Lions Club do? They 
sponsor sight programs, vision screenings, eye health 
education, health programs for diabetes prevention, 

youth volunteer opportunities, environmental pro-
grams, and hunger relief missions. Their decades of 
work have been made possible by kind-hearted com-
munity members and generous donations from res-
idents and local businesses who believe in the Lions 
Club mission to serve others. The Oktoberfest cele-
bration once again reaffirmed support for the civic 
organization and will help keep their work alive in our 
community.

Interested in helping your fellow residents? Lions 
President Margie Bonnar Strzemp is always looking 
for participants who care about serving their com-
munity and others. The Lions Club is an international 
organization dedicated to serving with uncommon 
kindness, putting the needs of our neighbors, our 
communities, and our world first. For information 
about the Bridgeview Lions Club contact the Lions 
President at mjstrzemp@aol.com.

Congressman Sean Casten (center) speaks with resident (right) alongside Village of  
Bridgeview Clerk John Altar (left).

Residents smile for a photo before digging into their delicious meals!

Trustee Michael Pticek hands a giveaway basket to a lucky winner!

With the wonderful season of 
change came the 55+ Awesome Autumn 
Luncheon at Bridgeview’s Community 
Center. On Wednesday, October 22nd 
at 11:30am, residents came together to 
share cozy company, delicious food, 
and fall-themed giveaways, with U.S. 
Representative Sean Casten making a 
special guest appearance to speak with 
community members!

Hay bales, leaf balloons, corn husks, 
and other beautiful fall decorations 
adorned the Community Center. Under 
the fall orange lights, residents enjoyed 
mouthwatering barbeque pork, turkey, 
mac and cheese, mixed vegetables, and 
rolls from The Patio in Bridgeview. Re-
freshing water, lemonade, and coffee 
satisfied every table—which also came 
fully equipped with slices of pumpkin 

pie and whip cream!
For dinner and a show, Charles & 

Company brought musical life to the 
entire building as residents danced, 
sang, and laughed the afternoon away. 
When the band took a break, Mayor 
Steven Landek introduced Bridgeview’s 
U.S. Representative, Sean Casten. Con-
gressman Casten gave the crowd an up-
date on his work in Washington, D.C. 
and picked out random raffle tickets to 
kick off the fall giveaways in style. May-
or Landek and Village of Bridgeview 
Trustee Michael Pticek delivered the 
prizes to lucky attendees as the joyful 
crowd cheered in support.

The Village of Bridgeview appreci-
ates all who attended for making the 
2025 Awesome Autumn Luncheon a 
pumpkin-smashing success!

Lions Clubs Bring Out Community for Oktoberfest!
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As the moon took its 
place in the sky on the 
nights of August 2nd and 
3rd so did 500 drones 
hovering above Seat-
Geek Stadium. More 
than 4,000 attendees 
made themselves com-
fortable on their picnic 
blankets as they prepared 
for a high-end musical 
art performance like no 

other on the Bridgeview 
Sports Fields. The event 
proved so popular that 
the DroneArt Show re-
turned to hold their per-
formance inside the Sta-
dium on September 27th, 
and those who missed the 
first show knew that this 
was their second chance 
to see the stunning musi-
cal and luminary display.

Spotlights hit the 
stage as a hush fell over 
the eager crowd. An elo-
quent string quartet be-
gan methodically strum-
ming their instruments, 
sweeping the audience 
along a journey through 
compositions of legend-
ary classical songs—Viv-
aldi’s “The Four Seasons” 
and Tchaikovsky’s “Swan 

Lake”.  As the music 
crescendoed, melodies 
brought glowing drones 
to life. Flickering lights 
formed surreal three-di-
mensional scenes that 
drew gasps from the 
onlookers. Bees landed 
on flowers, snowflakes 
glistened as they fell, 
and a magnificent swan 
flapped its wings amid 

the beautifully flowing 
songs. The vibrant colors 
painted pictures in the 
sky like nothing you’ve 
ever seen, and the perfect 
weather ensured a clear 
view of the ever-moving 
sights.

Food trucks, glowing 
candles, and soft pil-
lows added to the cozy 
summer picnic feel that 

brought out so many 
families and friends from 
the area. The dazzling 
drone art and mesmer-
izing music concluded 
with thunderous ap-
plause, and the Village 
of Bridgeview thanks all 
who came out for mak-
ing the DroneArt Show 
a magnificent time each 
and every night.

Chicago Truck Invasion Burns 
Rubber at SeatGeek Stadium

DroneArt Show Soars to Glowing Reviews!

On Saturday, Sep-
tember 20th, SeatGeek 
Stadium hosted the 
first-ever Chicago Truck 
Invasion complete with 
a full day to explore over 
400 spectacular trucks, 
experience a roaring 
burnout competition, 
and sing your heart out 
at a myriad of incredible 
musical performances!

Crowds started the 

day roaming the West 
Lot to admire jaw-drop-
ping displays of custom 
builds, low riders, and 
vintage haulers. Fans 
got up close and person-
al with diesel beasts for 
photos and networking 
with fellow truck enthu-
siasts under clouds that 
kept the temperature 
comfortable. The fes-
tival ramped up in the 

afternoon as registered 
trucks lined up for the 
chance to burn rubber in 
a crowd-pleasing perfor-
mance. Tires screeched 
and smoke billowed as 
vehicles took turns drift-
ing in circles for cheer-
ing fans.

When the burnout 
pit fizzled, live music hit 
the stage on the Brid-
geview Sports Fields. A 

range of popular Latin 
artists brought togeth-
er thousands of adoring 
music lovers. El Malo, 
La Diferencia, and Chu-
yin kicked off the party 
in style, setting the tone 
for the night with a mix-
ture of heartfelt and fi-
ery performances. Victor 
Mendivil and Dareyes De 
La Sierra kept the soul of 

the truck festival alive as 
the sun set and the crowd 
grew. Los Hermanos Es-
pinoza raised the bar 
with their crowd-hyping 
performance, and final-
ly, the biggest star of the 
night—Panter Bélico— 
took the spotlight.

Singing on stage with 
his backup band and 
signature accordion, 

Bélico wowed the ecstat-
ic crowd. His regional 
Mexican music flowed 
throughout the stadium 
grounds as fans sang 
and danced along with 
him. The incredible dis-
play brought out the true 
passion of the truck en-
thusiasts and ended the 
Chicago Truck Invasion 
in an emotional blaze of 
glory.

Panter Bélico sings his heart out!Fans surround the roaring burnout pit!

The string quartet plays live beneath the glowing, soaring swan! A brilliant ram stands tall above the crowd.
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Chicago Stars Finish 2025 with Win!

The Chicago Fire re-
turned to Bridgeview 
in 2025 for more suc-
cess-filled, crowd-pack-
ing soccer matches that 
earned them a spot in 
the Audi MLS Cup Play-
offs Eastern Conference 
Wild Card game! The La-
mar Hunt U.S. Open Cup 
and three home games 
each brought out the 
enthusiastic local fans 
that have been coming 
to Bridgeview’s stadi-
um since its inception as 
Toyota Park in 2006. The 
Chicago Fire FC vs. LAFC 
match proved to be an 
especially huge match as 
thousands of LA and Fire 
fans packed the stadium 
to witness the MLS De-
but of South Korean Soc-

cer Star Son Heung-min 
who took the field at the 
61st minute and went on 
to score a goal! 

SeatGeek Stadium 
proved to be a good luck 
charm throughout the 
Fire’s season, with the 
team beating Detroit 4-0 
in the Open Cup on May 
7th, drawing LAFC 2-2 
in a ferocious battle on 
August 9th, defeating St. 
Louis City in style 3-2 on 
August 16th, and finish-
ing their final SeatGeek 
Stadium regular season 
home game of 2025 with 
another action-packed 
3-2 victory over New En-
gland Revolution on Sep-
tember 6th. The success 
catapulted them to the 
Wild Card playoff match 

at SeatGeek where they 
defeated Orlando City 
SC 3-1 on October 22nd! 
The history-making 
match ended an eight-
year drought for the Fire 
and gave fans hope for 
a comeback champion-
ship run. While Chicago 
fell 0-3 to Philadelphia 
Union in Round 1 on No-
vember 1st at our stadi-
um, the beloved home 
team showed they have 
a path to victory in 2026.

The Chicagoland soc-
cer culture hosts some 
of the most spirited fans 
of the sport, and Brid-
geview’s stadium con-
tinues to be an amazing 
outlet for the goal-scor-
ing passion accompany-
ing Major League Soccer 

matches. The Village of 
Bridgeview congratu-
lates the Chicago Fire 

on a well-fought sea-
son, appreciates the 
stadium patrons, and 

looks forward to hosting 
more exciting events in  
the future.

Chicago Fire Make Playoffs 
for the First Time Since 2017!

Tow Trucks for Tots Parades Through Bridgeview!

The Chicago Stars FC 
are a team that never 
stops fighting, and their 
final game showed just 
that. Heading into their 
final game and home 
game of the season 
against Angel City FC, 
the Stars were the un-
derdogs eager for a win.

The Angels struck 
first, scoring in the first 
half while keeping the 
Stars at bay. The crowd 
rallied behind the home 
team despite the mo-

mentum against them, 
knowing that it was only 
a matter of time before 
the athletes fought back. 
Midfielder Jameese Jo-
seph kicked a powerful 
shot to the back of net 
in the 49th minute, ty-
ing the game bringing 
back the momentum for 
Chicago. After an air-
tight deadlock between 
the two teams for the 
rest of the second half, 
forward Ally Schlegel 
put the pressure on. The 

Angel City goalie blocked 
her powerful strike, but 
Schlegel kept moving 
forward and knocked the 
rebound in with her tor-
so to win the game in the 
98th minute!!

The crowd went 
wild at the last-second, 
game-winning goal that 
finished the Stars’ 2025 
season in spectacular 
style. The Village of Brid-
geview congratulates the 
Chicago Stars on their 
season-ending win.

On Sunday, Novem-
ber 9th, the charity orga-
nization Tow Trucks for 
Tots made its return to 
Bridgeview. Tow Trucks 
for Tots holds an annual 
tow truck parade to rally 
the towing community in 
support of collecting toys 
for children, and they 
were last at Bridgeview’s 
SeatGeek Stadium in 
2021. This year's parade 
featured 221 trucks rep-
resenting 7 companies 
from Indiana, 5 from 
Wisconsin, and 63 from 
Illinois. As the trucks 
lined up in the stadium’s 
East Lot, bikes, stuffed 

animals, and more were 
loaded into trailers. The 
52-foot-long Toys for 
Tots semi-truck was 
filled with donations 
that were later taken to 
the Toy Box Connection 
organization based in 
Orland Park.

This year’s huge pa-
rade traveled through 
Bridgeview, Bedford 
Park, and Summit by 
starting on 71st Street, 
making its way north 
up Roberts Road and 
Archer Avenue, turning 
onto 63rd Street, com-
ing south down Harlem 
Avenue, and finishing on 

71st Street to return to 
the stadium parking lot. 

The toys collected will be 
distributed to children 

throughout the holiday 
season, bringing joy and 

making an impact on lo-
cal communities.

Bridgeview Auxiliary Police Officers and staff escorted the parade through the community.

Fire midfielder Brian Gutiérrez takes a penalty shot against Philadelphia.

The Stars celebrate after Ally Schlegel's game-winning goal!
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Library Programs

Special Event

Registration at the Youth Services desk begins 30 minutes 
before each program.  

No registration for Drop-In programs
Visit our website www.bridgeviewlibrary.org for detailed 

information 

Mondays starting November 3rd at 
11am—Nature and Nurture Story-
time: AGES 9-18mo MAX 10 
Wednesdays starting November 5th 
at 1pm—Homeschool Geography 
Club: GRADES K-6th MAX 15 
Fridays beginning November 7th at 
11am— Book, Boogie & Play!: AGES 
18mo-4yrs MAX 15 
Wednesday, November 12th at 4pm—Origami Day: Grades 
3rd-6th MAX 15 
Thursday, November 13th at 5pm—Intro to Cross Stitch!: 
GRADES 1st-4th MAX 8 
Friday, November 14th from 3 to 5pm—Drop-In Fine Art 
Friday: Grades 4th-8th 
Saturday, November 15th from 3 to 5 pm—Drop-In Family 
Storytime Trains: Grades K-6th 
Wednesday, November 19th at 4pm—Kid’s Cuisine Pudding 
Pies: Grades 3rd-6th MAX 15 
Thursday, November 20th at 6pm—Family Book Tastings: 
Grades K-6th MAX 20 
Saturday, November 22nd at 2pm—Cross Stitch Basics: 
Grades 5th-8th MAX 8 
Tuesday, November 25th at 6:30pm—Game & Puzzle Night:  
Grades K-6th MAX 20 
Wednesday, November 26th at 4pm—Thanksgiving Story-
time: Ages 4-7yrs MAX 15 
Saturday, November 29th from 2 to 4pm—Drop-In Lego & 
Play doh:  Ages 3-12 yrs

November 18th at 6:30pm 
Rocket into Reading! 

ALL AGES WELCOME 
Blast off with Chris Fascione’s program “Rocket into 
Reading!,” a fun, participatory show that encourages 

imaginative exploration through reading. 
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THURSDAY, NOV. 27
THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY
(VILLAGE HALL CLOSED) 

IMPORTANT DATES
20252025

YARD WASTE PICKUP ENDSMONDAY, DEC. 1

THURSDAY, DEC. 25
CHRISTMAS DAY

(VILLAGE HALL CLOSED)

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 31
NEW YEAR’S EVE

(MODIFIED HOURS)

WINTER WONDERLAND
SENIOR LUNCHEONWEDNESDAY, DEC. 10

MONDAY, JAN. 19
MARTIN LUTHER

KING JR. DAY

IMPORTANT DATES
20262026

THURSDAY, JAN. 1
NEW YEAR’S DAY

(VILLAGE HALL CLOSED)
CHRISTMAS EVE

(MODIFIED HOURS)WEDNESDAY, DEC. 24

55+ LUNCHEON
DECEMBER 10TH

11:30AM

Winter WonderlandWinter Wonderland

LIMITED SEATING - 250 seats available! RESERVE YOUR SPACE NOW!

To RSVP call: 708.594.2525 Ext 3, email: info@villageofbridgeview.com, or scan the QR code to register online

LIMITED SEATING - 250 seats available! RESERVE YOUR SPACE NOW!
To RSVP call: 708.594.2525 Ext 3, email: info@villageofbridgeview.com, or scan the QR code to register online

BRIDGEVIEW COMMUNITY CENTER

7902 SOUTH OKETO AVENUE, BRIDGEVIEW IL

BRIDGEVIEW COMMUNITY CENTER
7902 SOUTH OKETO AVENUE, BRIDGEVIEW IL


